St. Frances of Rome Catholic Chuwrchv
2827 Topeka St. Riverbank; CA 95367
Telephone (209)869-2996 Fax (209)863-1004

Procedures for the Sacrament of Baptism
Congratulations for wanting to baptize your child in the Catholic faith!
Children must be younger than 7 years of age. If older, they will need to attend the catechism preparation.
Here at our parish, we do not offer individual baptisms.
The baptism can be done by a Priest or a Deacon.

English Baptism are the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. With a limit of 15 children.
To reserve a date for a baptism, ALL forms must be completed and returned to
the parish office AT LEAST 2 WEEKS before the desired date.

Parents:
1. Birth certificate: We need a copy of the child’s birth certificate from the county, not the one from the hospital

2. Baptismal Form: It must be filled out with the information from the child’s birth certificate from the county.

3. Sacrament of Matrimony: It is not a requirement that the parents be married in the church to baptize their
child. But nevertheless, in our parish, the priest wants to talk to the parents who are not married in the
church, about the importance of the Sacrament of Matrimony. Please call the parish office to request an
appointment with the priest, the priest will be calling you to schedule a appointment.

4. Permission letter: If the parents attend another catholic church, we need a permission letter from their church
giving permission to baptize in our church.

Sponsor(s):
5. Sponsor Forms: One form is needed per sponsor. The sponsor must complete and sign the form. The sponsor
forms must be signed and sealed by the church where the sponsor attends Mass regularly.

For example:
o If the Sponsors attends St. Frances of Rome Church: He or she must complete the form and call the parish
office to request an appointment with the priest.
o If the Sponsor attends a different Church: He or she must complete the form and they need to take it to
the parish office of the church where they attend Mass regularly, to be signed and sealed.

6. If the Sponsors are a couple, we need a copy of the marriage certificate from the church where they were
married. (This is in accordance with Canon Law) If the Sponsor(s) is living with his/her boyfriend/girlfriend, or
just married civil, they CANNOT be Sponsors.

7. Donation: We ask for a $100 donation per child, to help the church. If due to financial situations you cannot
make a donation it is not an impediment for your child to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

8. Pre-Baptismal Classes: Parents and Sponsors need to attend a pre-baptismal class. At this moment we don’t
have English pre-baptismal classes in our church, we only offer Spanish Classes, if you understand Spanish you
can attend the class, if not we invite you to call one of our local parishes to sign up for a class and turn in proof
of completion.



ST. FRANCES OF ROME PARISH
2827 Topeka St. Riverbank, CA 95367

Phone: (209) 869-2996

ENGLISH BAPTISMS DATES FOR 2026

Saturday, January 10, 2026
Saturday, February 14, 2026
Saturday, March 14, 2026
Saturday, April 18, 2026
Saturday, May 16, 2026
Saturday, June 13, 2026
Saturday, July 11, 2026
Saturday, August 8, 2026
Saturday, September 12, 2026
Saturday, October 10, 2026
Saturday, November 14, 2026
Saturday, December 12, 2026

9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.
9:00 a.
9:00 a.
9:00 a.
9:00 a.
9:00 a.
9:00 a.

3 333 3 3 3 3

9:00 a.



St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church Office Uselt

2827 Topeka St. Riverbank, CA 95367

Tel. (209) 869-2996 Fax (209) 863-1004 Baptism Date:
BAPTISMAL FORM:
Name of child:
Last Name Name Middle Name
Age: Date of Birth: / / City of Birth:
PARENTS:
Fathers full name: Religion:
Mothers full name (Maiden Name): Religion:
Address:
Street City Zip Code
Fathers Phone Number: Mothers Phone Number:

Are you a member of this parish? (1 Yes [1No If NO, please provide a letter from the parish where you are a member.

Parents Marital Status:

1 Married at a Catholic Church OCivil Marriage O Common Law [ Not Living Together
If you are not married in the Catholic Church, the priest at this parish would like to speak to you about the Sacrament of
Marriage. This form must be signed by our priest.

Priest Signature:

SPONSORS:
Godfathers full name: Religion:
Home Phone Number: Cell Phone Number:

Marital Status: [1 Married at a Catholic Church (We need a copy of your church certificate) 1 Single

Notes:

Godmothers full name: Religion:

Home Phone Number: Cell Phone Number:

Marital Status: [1 Married at a Catholic Church (We need a copy of your church certificate) [ Single

Notes:

A baptism date cannot be given until all the required documents have been turned in.

Please see the page attached to this form, for the list of requirements for baptism.

____________________________________ FOR OFFICEUSEONLY___ oo
1 Copy of Birth Certificate [ Parents’ Permission Letter, if applicable
1 Father Pre-Baptismal Class Done Date: 1 Mother Pre-Baptismal Class Done Date:
1 Godfather’s Eligibility Form [ Pre-Baptismal Class Done  Date:
1 Godmother’s Eligibility Form 1 Pre-Baptismal Class Done  Date:
Baptism Date: Time: Language: [1 English [0 Spanish Class Date: Time:
Church Donation: Cash / Check # Date:
Received Forms by: Date: [ Entered in book

Notes:







Diocese of Stockton

St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church, 2827 Topeka St. Riverbank, CA 95367 Tel: (209) 869-2996 Fax: (209) 863-1004
Parochial Administrator Rev. Kondayya Mocherla, H.G.N. Parochial Vicar Msgr. Bonnifacio Baldonado
Deacon Richard Williamsen Deacon Librado Ulloa

Sponsor/Godparent Eligibility Form

For BAPTISM Of

CONFIRMATION (Print full name of person to be baptized/confirmed)
Printed Name of Sponsor/Godparent Telephone:
Address: City/State: Zip:

FROM THE CODE OF CANON LAW: Sponsors for the Sacrament of Baptism and/or Confirmation must be Catholics who have been
confirmed and have received the Sacrament of Eucharist. They must be free from canonical penalty and must lead a life in harmony
with the faith in keeping with the function to be undertaken. (Canons # 874 & 893)

Please read and check the following affirmations:
[0 1 am at least 16 years of age.

1 I have celebrated the following Sacraments:
| have received: Baptism? YesOONoO  Ifyes, where?

| have received: Confirmation? YesONoO  Ifyes, where?

| have received: First Holy Communion? Yes CONo [  If yes, where?

Are you living out of wedlock or civil marriage only? Yes [ NoO Comment:

O IF MARRIED: My marriage was celebrated in the Catholic Church.  If yes, Date of Marriage: Place:

If you are married, we need a copy of your marriage certificate.

(1 | participate in Sunday Mass regularly. If yes, how many times per month?

O I understand the responsibility | am undertaking and have both the desire and intention to fuffill it faithfully.

1 I am a parishioner of parish,
(This form is to be completed and taken to the office of the church were you are a parishioner of, to be signed and sealed.)

located at Since
Address, city and state of parish Date

O I affirm that | meet all the necessary requirements to act as a sponsor/godparent.

Signature of Sponsor/Godparent: Date:

NOTE: Sponsor/godparent, take this form to YOUR PARISH for affirmation by your priest, a deacon,
or a lay ecclesial minister designated by the pastor.

For use by the parish of the sponsor:
To the best of my knowledge this person can fulfill the responsibilities involved in sponsoring the Catholic initiation of another.
Yes No Other (Please comment on reverse side.)

Signature:

Parish:

Date: Church Seal




Diécesis de Stockton

Parroquia catdlica de St. Frances of Rome, 2827 Topeka St. Riverbank, CA 95367  Tel: (209) 869-2996 Fax: (209) 863-1004
Administrador Parroquial Rev. Kondayya Mocherla, H.G.N.  Vicario Parroquial Msgr. Bonifacio Baldonado
Diacono Richard Williamsen Diacono Librado Ulloa

Formulario de idoneidad para padrinos

Para BAUTISMO De

CONFIRMACION (Nombre complete de la persona que va a ser bautizada/confirmada)
Nombre del padrino (Legible) Teléfono:
Direccién: Ciudad/Estado: Cédigo Postal:

DEL CODIGO DE DERECHO CANONICO: Los padrinos para el Sacramento del Bautismo y/o Confirmacion deben ser catélicos
confirmados y que hayan recibido el Sacramento de la Eucaristia. Deben estar libres de cualquier sancién canénica y debe
llevar una vida conforme a la fe de acuerdo con la responsabilidad que se va a tomar (Cdnones # 874 & 893).

Lea y seleccione lo necesario:
[ Tengo a lo menos 16 afios de edad.

He recibido los siguientes sacramentos:

¢ Esta usted Bautizado/a? SiddNo O éDonde?
¢ Esta usted Confirmado/a? SiddNo O éDonde?
¢Ha recibido la Eucaristia? Sid No O ¢Dénde?

¢éVive usted en union libre con alguien o estd casado solo al civil?  Si 1 No [

1 Si es casado: Mi matrimonio se celebré en la Iglesia Catdlica. Sid No I
Si la respuesta es Si, ¢Dénde? éCuando?

Si usted estd casado, necesitamos una copia del certificado de Matrimonio por la Iglesia.

LI Participo regularmente en la Misa Dominical. ¢ Cuantas veces al mes asiste a Misa?

[ Entiendo la responsabilidad que voy a tomar, deseo y tengo la intencién de cumplirla con fidelidad.

Mi parroquia es

(Este formulario debe ser completado y llévelo a la oficina de la parroquia donde pertenece para ser firmada y sellada.)

ubicada en desde

Direccion, Ciudad y Estado Fecha
] Declaro que retno las condiciones necesarias para ser padrino/madrina.

Firma del Padrino/Madrina: Fecha:

NOTA: Lleve este formulario a su parroquia para que lo firme el Parroco, un Didacono o un ministro delegado por el Parroco.

Para uso de la parroquia del padrino/madrina
En cuanto es posible doy testimonio, que esta persona es idonea para ser padrino/madrina en la Iglesia Catdlica.

Si No otro (comentario al reverso)

Firma:

Parroquia:

Fecha: Sello de la Iglesia




Diocese of Stockton

St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church, 2827 Topeka St. Riverbank, CA 95367 Tel: (209) 869-2996 Fax: (209) 863-1004
Parochial Administrator Rev. Kondayya Mocherla, H.G.N. Parochial Vicar Msgr. Bonnifacio Baldonado
Deacon Richard Williamsen Deacon Librado Ulloa

Sponsor/Godparent Eligibility Form

For BAPTISM Of

CONFIRMATION (Print full name of person to be baptized/confirmed)
Printed Name of Sponsor/Godparent Telephone:
Address: City/State: Zip:

FROM THE CODE OF CANON LAW: Sponsors for the Sacrament of Baptism and/or Confirmation must be Catholics who have been
confirmed and have received the Sacrament of Eucharist. They must be free from canonical penalty and must lead a life in harmony
with the faith in keeping with the function to be undertaken. (Canons # 874 & 893)

Please read and check the following affirmations:
[0 1 am at least 16 years of age.

1 I have celebrated the following Sacraments:
| have received: Baptism? YesOONoO  Ifyes, where?

| have received: Confirmation? YesONoO  Ifyes, where?

| have received: First Holy Communion? Yes CONo [  If yes, where?

Are you living out of wedlock or civil marriage only? Yes [ NoO Comment:

O IF MARRIED: My marriage was celebrated in the Catholic Church.  If yes, Date of Marriage: Place:

If you are married, we need a copy of your marriage certificate.

(1 | participate in Sunday Mass regularly. If yes, how many times per month?

O I understand the responsibility | am undertaking and have both the desire and intention to fuffill it faithfully.

1 I am a parishioner of parish,
(This form is to be completed and taken to the office of the church were you are a parishioner of, to be signed and sealed.)

located at Since
Address, city and state of parish Date

O I affirm that | meet all the necessary requirements to act as a sponsor/godparent.

Signature of Sponsor/Godparent: Date:

NOTE: Sponsor/godparent, take this form to YOUR PARISH for affirmation by your priest, a deacon,
or a lay ecclesial minister designated by the pastor.

For use by the parish of the sponsor:
To the best of my knowledge this person can fulfill the responsibilities involved in sponsoring the Catholic initiation of another.
Yes No Other (Please comment on reverse side.)

Signature:

Parish:

Date: Church Seal
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Incorporated into Christ's Body, Sent on Christ’s Mission

The sacraments celebrated
by the Church are signs

of grace that make a
deeper reality present to us.
One reality we encounter
through the sacraments

is Christ’s presence in the
Church community, his
Body. This recognition of
Christ’s presence in the
community should lead to
a stronger awareness of
being sent on mission to
engage in love-inspired
action in the world.

As Pope Benedict XVI
notes in Deus Caritas Est
(God Is Love), the celebration
of the sacraments and
the ministry of love are
inseparable.” Love in action,
he says, is “an indispensable
expression” of the Church’s
being (no. 25).

This guide focuses on
the Sacrament of Baptism,
the rite of initiation into the
Christian community. As you
read, consider the meaning
of your own Baptism,
your membership in the
community, and the call of
every Christian, by “virtue of
their baptism,” to “become
missionary disciples (cf.

Mt 28:19)” (Pope Francis,
Evangelii Gaudium [The Joy
of the Gospel], no. 120).

Baptism makes us “members

of one another.”

Since the time of early Christianity,
Baptism has been the rite of initiation
into the Christian community of the
Church. In Baptism, the “one Spirit”
makes us members of the Body of
Christ and of “one anoth-

er” (Catechism of the Catholic Church
[CCC], no. 1267). St. John Paul ll de-
scribes the result of Baptism as a
“mystical unity” between Christ and
his disciples, and the disciples with
one another, like “branches of a single
vine.” This reflects the mystical
communion of the Holy Trinity
(Christifideles Laici [The Vocation and
the Mission of the Lay Faithfulin the
Church and in the World], no. 12).

Baptism reveals the equality

and dignity of each member

of the community.

In the one Body of Christ, all the
members share “a common dignity”
so that “no inequality arising from race
or nationality, social condition or sex”
exists, for all are one in Christ (Lumen
Gentium [Dogmatic Constitution on
the Church], no. 32).

Baptism requires us to reject

sin and re-assess our values,
decisions, and lifestyles.

During the Rite of Baptism, we reject
sin, renouncing those beliefs, values,
and choices that are opposed to
Christ. We also reject sinful attitudes
that degrade the dignity of others (e.g.,
racism, sexism, etc.) and practices
that prevent other members of our hu-
man family from living in dignity (e.g.,

- [
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abortion, policies that hurt the poor,
etc.). Baptism calls us to reject death
and embrace life and dignity for all.

In Baptism, we profess our
commitment to the Church’s
beliefs, values, and vision.

At Baptism, we embrace a unique vi-
sion and set of values: those of the
community of the Church, whose val-
ues prioritize love for God, self, others,
and all of creation. The rest of the
community also joins in the profession
of faith, illustrating that the communi-
ty is linked across generations, space,
and time.

Baptism invites us to a vocation of
holiness and the practice of charity.
Pope Francis writes, “Let the grace of
your baptism bear fruit in a path of
holiness” (Gaudete et Exsultate
[Rejoice and be Glad], no. 15) and

the ability to love “with the Lord’s
unconditional love” (no. 18). In
Baptism, we receive a “vocation to
holiness,” which is “intimately
connected” to our membership in the
“Communion of Saints,” which strives
to make present the “Kingdom of God
in history.” Participation in the
Communion of Saints requires a
commitment to communion with
Christ and “a life of charity” in “this
world and in the next” (Christifideles
Laici, nos. 17, 19).

Sacraments and Social Mission 3



Baptism incorporates us into the
life, Death, and Resurrection of
Christ and the ongoing work of the
Holy Spirit in the world.

The Compendium of the Social
Doctrine of the Church (Compendium)
reminds us, “By Baptism, the laity are
incorporated into Christ and are made
participants in his life and

mission” (no. 541). The triple
immersion in the baptismal water
signifies the death of sin and entry into
the newness of life through Christ’s
Death and Resurrection. The oil
signifies anointing by the Holy Spirit
and receiving of the Holy Spirit’s gifts.
The Holy Spirit helps us to imitate
Jesus’ self sacrificial love and allows
us to share in the work of the Holy
Spirit in the world.

Baptism leads us to imitate
Christ’s example.

The baptized are called to imitate
Jesus’ example and strive in thought,
word, and action to live his love. This
means working to heal the wounds of
sin, living the Beatitudes, practicing
the twofold commandment of love of
God and neighbor, and imitating the
lives of the saints (CCC, nos. 1694-
97). Having been anointed by the Spir-
it, “Christians can repeatin an individ-
ual way the words of Jesus: ‘The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to preach good news
to the poor. He has sent me to pro-
claim release to captives and
recovering of sight to the blind,

to set at liberty those who are op-
pressed, to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord’ . .. (Lk 4:18-

19)” (Christifideles Laici, no. 13).

Baptism makes us disciples
to the world.

Incorporation into Christ and into the
community of the People of God
means agreeing to take partin, and

to self identify with, its mission to
become disciples in the world (CCC,
no. 1276, and Compendium, no. 541).
St. John Paul Il writes, “Because of the
one dignity f lowing from Baptism,”
every baptized person “shares a
responsibility for the Church’s
mission” (Christifideles Laici, no. 15).
The baptized must work as disciples of
Christ by caring for the sick, the
oppressed, the debilitated, and the
sinners. We are called to carry out
this work not only in our local
communities, but also in the global
community of which we are also
members. In this way, we can extend
to all the love, compassion, and mercy
of God that we ourselves have come
to know.

Baptism calls us to live in the world,
seeking the Kingdom in our daily
lives.

During the blessing of the baptismal
waters at the Easter Vigil, we recall
God’s action within history. We hear,
for example, about the liberation of
Israel from slavery in Egypt. Christians
believe that “Baptism does not take
[the baptized] from the world at all.”
Instead, the world becomes the
“place” and “means” for the lay
faithful to “fulfill their Christian
vocation” (Christifideles Laici, no. 15).
We give expression to our baptismal
reality “in our daily lives” in “the field”
of the world (Pope Benedict XVI,
Sacramentum Caritatis

QUESTION FOR REFLECTION

[Sacrament of Charity], no. 79). The
baptized work within the spheres of
“work, culture, science and research;
the exercise of social, economic and
political responsibilities” to order
them to the Kingdom (Compendium,
no. 543).

The baptized are called to
contribute to the sanctification of the
world. Being “present and active in
the world” is a “theological and
ecclesiological reality” (Compendium,
no. 543). This reality is what leads us
to work to protect the life and dignity
of all people and to care for God’s
creation here on earth. “The world is
not something indifferent, raw
material to be utilized simply as we
see fit,” Pope Benedict XVI, notes.
Instead, we see it as “God’s creation.”
Our Baptism helps us see a “profound
relationship” between our work here
on earth and our future with Christ
(Sacramentum Caritatis, no. 92).

The baptized are to live as
lights in the darkness.

After being baptized, we acknowledge
or receive a white garment to signify
that we have risen with Christ. We re-
ceive a lighted candle, which symbol-
izes that we are a new creation, en-
lightened by Christ. We are now called
to carry that light into the dark world to
extend the light to others (CCC, no.
1243). The gifts given at Baptism, Pope
Benedict XVI writes, are for “the build-
ing up of Christ’s Body (1 Cor 12) and
for ever greater witness to the Gospel
in the world” (Sacramentum Caritatis,
no. 17).
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What is the connection between your Baptism and work to protect the life and dignity of every person?

Learn about the other sacraments! Visit “Resources and Tools” at www.usccb.org/jphd.




1. What is baptism?
PREPARATION FOR
I f B . Baptism, where one is freed from sin and joined to Christ through
m water and the Holy Spirit, is the entrance to the Christian life.
nlan t ap tls Through bap-tism into Christ, we are also joined to his Body, the
Church, the community of those who follow him.

Infant baptism is the term for the baptism of those who have not yet
attained the use of rea-son (presumed at age seven). In infant baptism,
the parents choose to have their child baptized, and therefore they are
the ones who need to be prepared for the sacrament.

Children who will be seven or older at the time of their baptism are
able to make the decision to be baptized themselves and go through
the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults, adapted for children.

2. Is preparation required for baptism?

A N A Yes, preparation for baptism is a requirement in Church law. Parents
and godparents must be aware of the meaning of the sacrament and
the obligations attached to receiving it. A child who is baptized
becomes a member of the Church, with all the rights and
responsibilities that en-tails. Each pastor has a responsibility to ensure

that those who are baptized are going to be brought up in the Catholic
Faith, since baptism cannot be revoked.

Parents and godparents who have completed the catechetical
Frequen tI¥ Asked component of infant baptism prepa-ration in the last three years do not
Questions need to do so again for the baptism of another child, unless the

previously baptized children are not being raised in the Faith.

3. What does preparation look like?

When parents seek baptism for their child, there will be an initial interview where a minister from the parish will talk
to them about their faith life, their relationship with Christ and the Church, and why they want to have their child
baptized. If parents are to raise a child in the Faith, they themselves need to be evangelized, to know the Good News
of Jesus Christ. This initial interview will help to discern what sort of preparation they will need.

Parents and godparents will normally partici-pate in preparation at their own parish. Parishes may have different
programs for preparation. It is not simply a single “class,” but a process of deepening evangelization. What exactly is
required depends on the faith life of the parents and godparents. Some may need a longer period of preparation to
learn more about the basics of the Faith before being formed for baptism itself.

Since the practice of infant baptism relies on the parents and godparents passing on the Faith to the child, there needs
to be a founded hope that the child will be brought up in a Christian home, the ‘domestic Church,’ as a Catholic. If the
parents are not practicing Catholics, there will need to be a discussion as to how the child will be brought up in the
Catholic Faith before baptism can occur. This may require delaying the baptism for a time as the parents discern the
role of the Catholic Faith in their life.

4. When should a child be baptized?

Parents have an obligation in Church law to see that their child is baptized in the “first few weeks” after birth
(c. 867 §1). Because of this, they should normally begin preparation for baptism before the child is born.



5. Where can a child be baptized?

Baptism normally takes place in the parish church of the parents, either the one in whose territory they live, or the one
in which they are registered. If they wish to have the child bap-tized elsewhere, they need to get a letter from their
pastor giving permission. Pre-baptismal preparation should still take place in the parents’ parish. Godparents may
receive preparation at the parents’ parish or at their own. Part of being Catholic is belonging to a parish community.

6. Can grandparents have their grandchild baptized?

The lawful celebration of baptism requires the consent of at least one of the parents, or in their absence, the legal
guardian. However, if the parents are not practicing, if at least one of them consents to the baptism, a grandparent,
other relative, or a godparent could vouch for the Catholic upbringing of the child.

7. What if the parents are not married in the Church?

If the parents are cohabiting or in a marriage not recognized by the Church, the baptism of a child presents an
opportunity to find out what can be done to remedy the situation. A knowl-edgeable priest, deacon, or Tribunal aide
can help with the process.

It is not a requirement for baptizing a child that the parents be married in the Church (or married at all). However, if
both parents are unwill-ing to work toward a solution, this may be an indication that weighs against the hope that the
child will be raised as a Catholic.

8.What about Godparents?

Being a godparent is not merely an honor be-stowed by the family but a role taken on in the Church. Godparents serve
as representatives of the wider spiritual family of the Church, as helpers for the parents in their duty of raising the
child in the Faith, and the official witnesses of the baptism. In the Order of Baptism of Chil-dren, they are asked to
profess the Faith of the Church in which the child is baptized.

Because of the nature of this role, the Church has certain requirements that godparents must meet:

*Sixteen years of age or older (exceptions can be made for someone as young as fourteen).

*Fully initiated Catholic (received Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist).

*Lead a life of faith in keeping with the function of godparent. This includes the requirement that, if married, the
godparent is married validly according to the Catholic Church.

*Not be the parents of the child. There normally is to be at least one godparent. There may be a maximum of two
godparents—one male and one female—who serve as the official witnesses and are listed in the sacramental record.
A baptized non-Catholic may serve as a “Chris-tian witness” alongside a Catholic godparent. An Eastern
Non-Catholic Christian can serve as a godparent alongside a Catholic godparent. A Catholic who does not meet the
requirements to be a godparent, nor a non-Catholic who is not validly baptized, may not serve as a Christian witness.

For more detailed information please refer to the Directory for Infant Baptism: Preparation and Celebration, at
https://stocktondiocese.org/diocesan-liturgical-norms
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